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Assessment Programme and Authority Monitoring Reports

Assessment Programme

Under the terms of the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007, the UK Statistics Authority is required to prepare a programme for the assessment and re-assessment of statistics under sections 12 and 14 of the Act.

A public consultation on the Code of Practice and on the principles and procedures that the Authority will adopt in conducting its assessment work will be launched on 8 July 2008 with responses required before 30 September 2008.  The Assessment Programme will be published towards the end of the consultation period.

Authority Monitoring Reports
The Authority also has a statutory function (section 8 of the Act) to monitor the production and publication of official statistics more generally and may publish its findings or any report.
We are developing initial plans to produce and publish reports under this section of the Act and will issue these as Monitoring Reports.  They will be produced with the involvement of external experts and user interests, and will reflect the independent views of the Authority.

We are currently planning to produce reports on the following topics during 2008-09:

1. The communication of measurements of inflation (and consumer prices);
2. Progress with improving migration statistics;
3. Statistics not currently included within ‘National Statistics’;  

4. Barriers to trust in relation to crime statistics
And, over a longer timescale:
5. Arrangements for longer term planning for statistics to meet society’s needs; and,
6. The adequacy of environmental statistics to inform public debate and government policy
Other topics will be added following informal consultation with users of statistics and other interest groups. In each case we will consult relevant interest groups as we develop, and then publish, the specification for the research which will support each report.  

All the research activity will be managed by the Head of Assessment, a statutory office-holder under the Act who is required to work independently of the Office for National Statistics, the executive office of the Statistics Authority.














