


Crime statistics 
 
 
Home Office and BBC both use recorded crime stats to compare crime trends 
over time, without caveats 
 

 
Source: Home Office, British Crime Survey: Measuring crime for 25 years, 2007, p. 8 



 
Source: Home Office, Crime in England and Wales 2006-07, ‘3.6 Robbery’ – second 
bullet point, July 2007, p.59 



 
 
Source: Home Office, Crime in England and Wales 2006-7: A Summary, ‘Focus on 
violent crime’ – second bullet point, July 2007, p. 7 



 
Source: http://www.crimereduction.homeoffice.gov.uk/robbery/robbery001.htm
 
The BBC has also used recorded crime comparators itself without a caveat about the 
2002/3 changes.i
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Violent crime 

 
The statistics appear to indicate a year-on-year 
increase in violent crime since just after Labour 
came to power in 1997.  

The compilers point out that this coincides with 
a comprehensive overhaul of the way the 
figures are counted. 

Source: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/uk_crime_figures_2004/html/5.stm
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Liberal Democrats use of recorded crime statistics 
The Liberal Democrats use exactly the same measure of crime that we use – the 
recorded crime statistics. They like us, use the statistics to compare Labour’s record 
since 1998. 
 
Here are three examples of where the Liberal Democrats have used recorded crime 
statistics to illustrate crime trends over time: 

1. Chris Huhne, 4 February 2008:ii 
‘There is excessive violent crime, which has doubled since the 
Government came to power.’  

This calculation is only possible if you are using recorded crime and ignoring 
the effects of the recording changes. 

2. Nick Clegg:iii 
‘In contrast to non-violent crime, violent crime has doubled since 1998. 
Violent offenders are now more likely to get a caution than a conviction in 
court. Fewer than one in a hundred crimes is punished in court…’  

Again, this calculation is only possible if you are using recorded crime and 
ignoring the effects of the recording changes. 

3. Nick Clegg:iv 
‘I could go on. [Hon. Members: “Go on.”] I will go on, and then I will give 
way. Overall, gun crime has doubled since 1997’ 

 
 
 
 
                                                 
i http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/04/uk_crime_figures_2004/html/5.stm
ii http://chrishuhne.org.uk/speeches/000076/police_grant_speech.html
iii , Hansard, 7 February 2007, Col. 920 
iv Hansard, 7 February 2007, Col. 920 
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