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Dear Martin,
We have been asked to comment on the degree to which the Review Body on Doctors’ and
Dentists’ Remuneration (DDRB) had complied with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics in its
July 2015 report on seven-day service provision.1 We have in the past commented publicly on
broader questions around weekend excess mortality in the NHS in England2. This letter focuses on
the specific question of the source of data quoted in Table 2.1 of the July 2015 report.
I should clarify in the first instance that this report is not an official statistics publication. As such,
the Review Body is under no formal obligation to comply with the Code of Practice for Official
Statistics. Nonetheless, the Authority encourages compliance with the high standards of the Code
of Practice wherever data are being used to inform decision-making.
A key principle of the Code of Practice is that statistics, sources and underlying methodology
should be made equally accessible to all. In the context of the DDRB’s report on seven-day
working, we note that Table 2.1 of the document was based in part on unpublished analyses
provided by NHS England, which were not available for wider scrutiny at the time the report was
itself published.
In future reports, we recommend that the DDRB – and the other pay review bodies – arrange for it
to be checked whether the sources of evidence presented to them are in the public domain; provide
full citation details, including links to supporting data; and in particular make clear where data
quoted in their reports are unpublished.
I am copying this letter to Grant Whitfield, Head of Profession for Statistics, Office of Manpower
Economics. Please also bring this letter to the attention of Professor Sir Paul Curran, Chair of the
Review Body on Doctors’ and Dentists’ Remuneration, and the other six Chairs of Public Sector
Pay Review Bodies.

Yours sincerely
Ed Humpherson
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